WETBACKS 


Although illegal immigration from Mexico to the United States has been largely stemmed, it 
ems appropriate to include a few photographs from the wetback era in a study of braceros because 
the individuals involved are in many cases the same, and (2) it is reliably reported that conditions 
housing, etc., are very mch the same for braceros as they used to be for wetbacks in such areas as 
the lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas —- the largest user of wetbacks and the area from which the 
following photographs came.. : 
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Housing on Shary Farms, Lower Rio Grande Valley, Texas — 
owner: Allan Shivers, Governor of Texas-ab the time 
these photographs were taken (1953) 
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Wetback Living 
Anderson brick plan 


Relampago, Texas. 


Wetback "housing", Lower Rio Grande Valley. 
Occupant asleep. 


Wetback camp near Tabasco, 
Hidalgo Co., Texas 


Miguel Rocha and his home, 
Cuewitas, Western Hidalgo Sounty 


Wetback Children 


Wetback mother and Senora Gamez and seven children, First graders at La Jolla School 
five little girls. Tabasco, Hidalgo County, Texas. Hidalgo County, lexas. 


A group of youthful wetbacks apprehended at Eagle Pass, Texas. 
Ages ranged from 10 to 16 years, 
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Wetbacks fsrimnil on irrigation ditch, 

La Salada Farm, 0 car La.Grulla, Starr 
County, men were working 
11 hours per ay f aes cents per hour. 
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jer Patrol conducted the most intensive roundup 
Rio Grande Valley was "cleaned up" and has 
a tremendous expansion in the bracero program. 
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BRACEROS 


1. Housing 
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Housing for Japanese 
"braceros", Mandeville 
Island, San Joaquin 
Jounty 
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Bracero bunkhouse, Mandeville 


San Joaquin County, Calif. 


Bracero housing, Zuckerman Farms, Mandeville Island, 
This World War 1 fe Contains sleeping™quarters, 


Approach to Zuckerman Farms, liandevills 
kitchen, and toilet facilities. 


County. A 
pass is necessary on or 
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100-125 men. It is knom 
as "Camp #23," 


bracero camp, Riverside, Calif. 
in foreground. Prevailing wind is in direction of the camp. 


During the tomato harvest in San Joaquin County, braceros 
are housed on the county fairgrounds, in the hall for 
"Future Farmers of America." 


Sanitary facilities, Southern California Farmers Association 
bracero camp, Cucamonga, California 
(San Bernardino County.) 


Sanitary facilities, bracero camp near 
Terminous , San Joaquin County. 


Toilet and washhouse, bracero camp outside 


of Stockton, San dJoaquin County. 


Toilet and washhouse, Harry 1 ne Washhouse, D'Arrigo Brothers farm, Coyote, 
Santa Clara, Californ Santa Clara County, Calif. 


Toilet and washl e, De Candia Farms, Toilet facilities, Camp #10, 
Lower Jones Tract Joaquin County Bacon Island, San Joaquin County. 
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Another view of mess hall pictured on previous page. 
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Pulling young stalks of celery from seed beds, 
Hammer Lane Ranch, near Stockton, California, 

The Stalks are later sorted by size, and set in 
water overnight to "firm them up" for transplanting. 
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Transplahting young celery. Water is turned 
into the rows the nig! f i The men 
work barefooted 


Contracts prohibit work other 
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bor when roads are used primarily for 


hauling of farm products. 
(These men were being paid 85 cents an hour.) 


County Urange and Lemon Association braceros. 


pi 


ork pays approximately: 30 cents per 50 pound box. 
pay ¥ t is 


of the San Fernando Valley Growers Association bracero 


camp, San Fernando, 
One pabient waits; the camp nurse cleans the cerumen 
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the mess hall doubles as the recreation hall. 
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I, near San aria, Santa Barbara County, th 
neuage lesson on the blackboard 


Recreation hail in a le ‘O. Camp 1 : Venture In most bracero camos, the favorite sport (perhaps because 
it is the only one for ¥fhich > ne ) is: billiards. tr is usually a charge of 5 cents per man per. game. 
Those who aren't 1 1 
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‘latter. 


Antonio Chavez Soto, a tomato picker on a farm 
Gustine, Mereed County. # comes 
from Zamora, Michoacan, His wife five 
childrérislive there. He has been to the United 
as a bracero six times, and intends to 
inue returning as long as he can. He sees 
no other way to Support his fe and five 
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children decently. 


ate of Guerrero, working as a 
mushroom picker for the San Gabriel Valley Farm Labor 
Association, Irwindale, Los Angeles County.  . , 
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Group of braceros at a camp near Stockton, 
Father Thomas - aGullough, who says 
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Note one /of the men is wearing sandals -- not’ usually 
recommended in the peat dirt of the San Joaquin delta. 


Tomas Villanueva Gomez, who was putting on his 
good clothes while the photograph o the left 
was being taken, he wanted very badly to 


have his ow picture taken, ore: was much too 
handsome to turn GOWN. ee 
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Shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe, at one end 
dining hal}. 5an Gabriel Valley F 

bracero camp, Irwindale, Los Angeles County. 

and small chapels are not unusual in the larg 
bracero camps -- those with a capacity of 500 men or 


The Southem California Farmers Association bracero 
camp, Cucamonga, San Kernardino Sounty, is unusual 
in several respects. Among wihiaemaore interesting is 
the fact that this camp alone of all those visited 
to date contains women ahd children -- the families 
of camp maintenance pers@nnel, foremen,* and other 
Association employees. he automobile undergoing 
repairs in the background belongs to a bracero —- 


another respect in which this camp is unusual. 


on weekend A number of independent bus companies in Southern 
r California appear to exist solely for the purpose of 
5 transporting braceros from the Reception, Genter at EL 
toilet articles, et Sentro to farms in the San Joaquin Valley and elsewhere. 
ove those in tom. T 3 are enjoying a rest stop near Coachella, 
H Riverside Comty. 
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Conducting an interview with a bracero at the San Antonio lmploy 


Association camp, Ontario, San Eernardino County. 
Yipht and far left are 
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